2010 Schools Analyst Competition

The North West Region Analytical Division (NWR-AD) again ran a very successful Schools Analyst Competition (SAC) this year which involved many schools from across our region competing in four regional heats held at Manchester Metropolitan University, Liverpool John Moores University, Bangor University and the University of Central Lancashire at Preston.

In the heats, teams of AS-level chemistry students carried out a variety of experiments ranging from measuring the alcohol content of beer to determining the concentrations of active ingredients in sunscreens and vitamin tablets, using both classical and instrumental analytical techniques. The students were assessed on their skill, understanding, accuracy, safety and teamwork and the winners were Ysgol Brynrefail, Llanrug, Caernarfon; Sacred Heart Catholic College, Crosby; Manchester Grammar School; and Cardinal Newman, Preston. The winners of the four regional heats progressed to the SAC National Final which was held at the University of Huddersfield on 21-22 June. Schools from the N.W. Region have a very good record in the national final but unfortunately none of our four finalists achieved a podium position at this year’s event.
The NWR-AD is extremely grateful for the sponsorship of many companies and organisations who support the regional SAC events including the RSC Analytical Chemistry Trust Fund, AstraZeneca, Chemicals Northwest, Melford Laboratories, ThermoFisher Scientific, Unilever Research and UKAEA. We are also greatly indebted to the staff of the host universities at Manchester, Liverpool, Bangor and Preston for their dedication and hard work in preparing and supervising the experiments carried out by the competing teams.

Further information on the regional heats of the 2010 SAC is available on the NWR-AD website at http://www.nwad.org.
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